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From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District

To: Distribution

Subj: POLICY ON RAIL HETIGHTS FOR PASSENGER VESSELS AND SMALL

PASSENGER VESSELS

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded

Encl: (1) COMDT (G-MVI-1)

@ June 19¢35

Dist: 211 Eichth District MS
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United States £202) 267-1¢-
Coast Guard 16711 '
MVI Pelicy Ltr No.j5-¢:3
From: Commandant g 09 1%
T2 : Distc-ibution
Sukj: FCLICY CN VESSEZLS AND SMALL
FASSZNGER
1. This letter states the Coast Guard pclicy for the
interpretaticn and enforcement of *the recuirements in Title 4€,
Ccce of Federzl Regulations (CFR), Parts 72.40-5 and 177.35-1
pertaining to the height of rzilings cn Cceéssenger vessels and
small passenger vessels. Commandant (G-MVI) Folicy Ltr No. 07-%0
cated © April 159%0 is cancelled.
Z. FEail Eeichts on Spor:t Fishing 4¢€, Crr 177.:2%2
1(2) states: "Cn sport fishi: n Ze shcown That
nigher rzils wcouldé interfers wi ticn cI the
vessel, rzils ¢f at lezst 3 rermitted. "
Similzzlv 45 CFR 72.40-3(Db) cht =% <he
ralls interisrss with the b gs in the cazs=s
cI & sgorc ning vessel, n Ce speciiicaily
gcereved -y the Ccocommandan<.” t Ccr here is <*thaz
the rescduced i1 heicht mav t Bl &N CWnero Can
Shcw that C6x.inch high rails rsguirsd Zv 2€ CFR 72.40-Z(a) cz Z§
inch high s required by 46 CFR 177.323-i(g) wculd irm<=zrfers
~#1Th The cgerzticn cf the vessel.
= ooz oz nger vessel o smz=ll gaszsngsT vsssel Lno:=
ice thet © Ts passehgers to "line the -a2ils” wnile
ing, 36x i reils shculé te rsguired ‘cr Suzcharcter H
vessels znd 26 inch rzils should ke Tecuirsd fcr Subcharcter T
7233&lz unlsss the cwner can satisizcterily prove that such -z:ls
~CulC Interfere with the normal oceraticn ci the vescel.
Ccnversely, on a2 vessel encegec in such creraticns as tig game
angling, ZC inch ra2ils could te allizwed i the cwner can SNCwW
= Cwer o &Iy CEeCEuge CI The uge ¢f =z fixed
Zigh ( cther scecizlized angling tachnicgues.
L. IZ & vessel encages in tTWwC Cr mcrs Trtes oI services,
sucn as Iishing and whale watching excursicas, the zail heighz
-squirement ci the service reguiring the hicher -zil shall re
acplilicaple.
2. ER2il Heichts for Interior 3alcenv Arszas The rzil heicgnzT
TECulTrements In 46 CFR Surchapters ¥ 2né T wara cevelcre:l fcr
sTacas wn pessengers would generzlly e either walking co
JTancdin ne vicinity cf the rails. Thase raculaticrns dc -co
TEKe in silereticn new cesic
int=ric cny arszas for theate
Tcrmzlly remain szzted while cccou

a




SUBJ: POLICY ON RAIL HEIGHTS FOR PASSENGER VESSELS AND SMALL
PASSENGER VESSELS

rail height requirements based on standing criteriz may present
line of sight problems for passengers in theater balcony seats.

a. While land based building codes usually do not apply %o
sea going vessels, they can be useful in determining an
equivalent safety standard. These codes, which specifically
address rails In theater balconies, allow rail heights of less
than 36 inches for reils which are not located a2t the end of zn
aisle.

b. Theater balconies usually contain fixed seats
Passengers in these areas would normelly remeined seat erq whlle
cccupying the space. In addition, many vessels utilizing this
design engage exclusively in voyages of a sheltered nature such
as a river or lekes, bays, and sounds route.

c. Accordingly as per 46 CFR 72.40-5(b) & (d) and 46 CFR
177.35(h) reil heights for interior balconies may be lowered to
no less than 30 inches except in way of aisles provided:

(1) The vessel will operate exclusively cn a sheltered
‘route. .

(2) The space either contains fixed theater seating cr
the space will be’ used exclu51velv For seated activities such as
viewing a show and/or dining.

(3) Rail heights of 26 inches would obstruct the line of
sight to the theater or center stage.

4. Existing vessels which now have 20 inch r2ils shcould ne=
normally be required to increase their rail height tc 26 inches
unless:

2. The vessel's normal"service changes (e.g., from big game
fishing with fighting chairs to head boat/party kcat type
operaticns, or from seated activities such as theater viewing to
standing activities); or

b. The route of the vessel changes %to cne.of greater
severity; -or

c. The rails must be replaced for other reasons.

5. On vessels where 30 inch rails have been allowed due to the
abcve menticned reasons, a Special Note should te placed in the
vessel's Marine Safety Information System file to indicate the
rature of the exemption and the conditions under which it
epplies. It should also-include a reference to any written
ccrrespondence approving the exemption.

Distribution: All District (m) Offices



